FIEURE 14 IDEOLOGICAL BELIEFS IN THE UNITED STATES
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Although committed generally to a procedural and individualistic political culture (this entire figure would fit in the upper-
right quadrant of Figure 1.3), Americans still find plenty of room for political disagreement. This figure outlines the two

main dimensions of that conflict: beliefs about government’s role in the economy and beliefs about government’s role in
establishing a preferred social order. Those ideological beliefs on the right side of the figure are conservative beliefs, and
those on the left side are more liberal. The axes in these figures are continuums and do not represent all-or-nothing positions;
most Americans fall somewhere in between.




